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Nayomi Munaweera, a Sri Lankan born novelist portrays the vivid differences in the chasace
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of the mother roles in her novels. Mother, who is scen as a sole person who stands for the childeern,
is characterised as one who leads to an horrible deed in the novel What [ ies Between Uz, ¥ztes
considered as the gift of life. It is considered as the first womb which has the power 1, give 24
take away. Similar to water, the mother also gives and chooses what it takes, Mot

therhood =
characterised as a primal bond which is a relationship that guides the children 1o the
protects them from the damnation.
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Nayomi Munaweera, a Sri Lankan novelist migrates to Nigeria in her childhood due 1o the Ciil
War in St Lanka. The conditions in Nigeria are also not favourable for the author znd they fien
migrate to the USA. The Sti Lankan Civil War remains a high matter of concern for the nos
The characters are made to migrate from Sri Lanka to the USA where they imagine o
- conditions would be preferable. They develop an inbuilt discrimination within themselves on e
basis of their identity. The Sri Lankans couldn’t be accepted in the USA as such. They zre expeci=d
- to alter themselves for a better living in a new place.
. Munawecera’s second novel What Lies Between Us, establishes the concept of motherhood
which is portrayed a sacred bond between the parents and the children. The mothers in boz
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_novels are introduced as characters who take a stand for their children at their dmes of
Ganga the protagonist is introduced as a character who commits a never acceptable
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ling of the novel. She herself states that, “People write to me. Mothers mosty; ther spe
That’s not surprising. I have done the unthinkable. I have parted the veil and crossed iz

een country. They hate me because I am the worst thing possible. I 2m the bzd
at Lies Between Us 7).

otion of the resident mother and the American mother is presented in the novel by

unaweera. The concept of mothethood in America is enormously diverse from the ide2 of

motherhood of Indians. Americans never deem anyone as a good mother. Thev consider the
motherhood as an important job in their life. They feel that there are thousand ways to fzil in &

ey mrT

A

important job. The failurc may happen cither from the body or from the heart. According to the
Americanised concept of mothethood,

The women who is unable to breastfeed is a failure. The women who screzms 7
epidural is a failure. The woman who picks her child up late knows from the teacher
glance that she is a failure. The woman who shares her bed with her baby has failed. The we
who steels herself and puts on noise- cancelling earphones to erase the screaming of her chil
the next room has failed just as spectacularly. They must all hang their heads in guilt and shame

because they haven’t done it perfectly, and motherhood is, if anything, the assumpton of
perfection.(What Lies Between Us 7)
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‘:oifc'l‘ldxnl‘::gvmmhc;:End an American f"“]"” is characterised 10 have a fadical distinetion w the
et ¢ ora Sri Lankan mother is (illed with the charactetistics of o delicate persm e i
t;!;)tcllo; athoﬂ:;)usc flower nmidfl !.‘l(F lma’mifnl carved furniture, The American tether is o/ nm ,",3, "
p & to a broader arca, She is recognised as a part of the wasld, In the nevel, Crangp's iotiees
ollows the traces of the native mother, Ganga's mother is revealed as “Neither education,
gi’Os\tm not westernization seem (o affcct the “traditional-minded” in Munaweess's text, such 26
anga s mother, who resort 1o the “heiloom of culture” as 3 fossil o carry a1
maintain” (wondpress),
e sister is portrayed as a symbolic interpretation of the Americanised mother. Ganga's mothet
restricts her from some deeds which may have harmful impact in Ganga's life. Ganga's aunt
considered as a person who is morc liberal in person. She even takes the rights 10 send nagazines,
frocks and all girlish things to Ganga when they arc back in the Island. Her aunt’s deed of
lff:’ttnducing her slowly to the American ways helps her to adapt to the American bfestyle n her
ture.

Ganga’s mother can never tolerate the fact of her daughter adapting to the cultural changes
in America. Ganga tries to adhere to the new style of life. Her mother warns her that she must 0ot
consider herself as an American and that she must follow the Indianized way of dressing, (jan;gz’_:
mother tries to tell her the fact that saving onc’s own chastity is behind the dressing style of 2 grl.
Ganga cannot accept the fact as she considers the reason why she was scxuzlly exploited by
Samson, the male servant in Sti Lanka despite her native dressing, She feels depressed and wonder

- why, “Shame is female; shame is the price I must pay for this body”(56). ' )
_Ganga’s mother is depicted as 2 lady who has an illness and at times remains shut in 2 10T I‘:';:
silence is considered as an interpretation of the sufferings that the people had to u?d:rgo in the
nation. The family members consider her as delicate and take good care of her. The father and the
daughter understand that the timely silent attitude of her will change and that she would later take
care of them. The moment she overcomes her silent behaviour, she rushes out with all vigour 1o
take éare of her daughter and to adhere to her needs. . '
. Ganga in the novel portrays the similarity between her deed and the war. She states how
¢ war results in complete destruction to an entire clan. The people have to stay back with 2 feas
r their life. They do not have intemal peace within them. They arc 1n 2 continuous dxscrcpa’nvq
e trauma that they have to endure. The people are cfm?plctcly sbaucrcd i?ccaus!g of mﬁ
ugh they try to laugh at the war, the hidden pain v@thm them is S,Omah.mg 'f':m‘ch":.‘-z.:
them for generations. Munaweera in the novel depicts the ;Zcoplc s mbm?: pain that the
them. She states her idea through the voice of Ganga, “ The war was just sor{)ttmr:g
There was no other choice. We even make jokes about it because that was the On'y
. The only ones who don’t have it are the lucky dead. So the war is not my cxc:se.
: ‘happened to other people. I leave the story of that other, bigger war for some other

i ‘bes the changes that the war brings both on a physical and an
s lcvdg‘iougtl;lfninm% :;g::ga. She clairr%s the fact that the war is not just a norm:d'on‘c like
il readers fecl. The war has a greater meaning, The cffects of the war are enacted within Fh!:
indbcthcncfl;c bones of the people who have to faceit. ™ Iuool‘»c the small, dclﬁc?tc c’rcau‘on
t1was, smashed it with 2 hammer, and set it upside down. All :\c)d ;;x\e:sz g}: ;nd(;ii :Irg?é g;f,i
separa ing spaces were ope
";}W?‘:nc knc:dffgog;:nxgci::dfﬁiz,;ecthxg :Eis smaller vgr is not my excuse. My sin 1s only
Y B
L ”
‘ 'Md e ‘:;i"n” (621;53:1 Hatters Friedman and Phillip J.Rensick, “Psychouc ‘mozhcrs w‘.no‘ fear
el A“Of e uffer a fate worse than death due to persccutory delusions should cither
. thc"f d'ukkm e satcd from their children. These mothers may be reluctant to share their
e h‘fsP‘ml_lzcd olgilcggims may sometimes be elicited through 2 sympathetc exploravon of their
de?sg f:ictahf;: safety of their children. In some cascs, the only evidence of concern is frequent
co!
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1AR). Giange ~ Cabout thelrinfant e i Sl g
u\\-ll\ ~I\i|“lz |-h the novel s described as a charcrer s ] w1t angaged in'moe shse”(WPerke £ gale?
‘ 1‘,’ ( l\\hhh she ‘““ﬁid(”« A (v 'i"'" lect vhor commite an nnfeorgi abyle aet Ghie kille bee
considers th E= ' A dectinton, §
for the ¢ at xuch a birth in this world would eres 1oShe forlelts the futare of the chiled and
ot the ehild not 1o be dcreate deep pain in her. ! :
e borm as a member of the hi pain in her. She feels that i beeees
- Munaweera in the novel has symboli N| i
who kills m el as symbolized an animal insti
cu“‘ml |l||(‘ Own thlld unable to lul('lul(- the |a'|in ;l “n||l ok e o Rk iy
the | v where thousands of moon bears are capt \;m crgoes. An ancient custom consisted of 2
1 " e e rcaptared g
T weavy crowd and the lack of space in the ! lltu and stuffed into small erush cages. e
) , spr capre they are '
\ "'}.'““)' be locked in the capes like this ( ;'( they are unable to stand upright or tuen around
/ je s for decades, In a late pl :
sear is slit to collect the precious WK SIGC wles. Tna later stage, the stomach of the moon
inf o precious health piving liquid :
painful affiliations. iving liquid, Human beings ingest this bile for vanous
A moth
er bear unable to wi
o . y withsts
which she is locked. She pulls out tl ”qun;l the crying of the cub, breaks oper
: . She pulls 1ec % i :
smashes her head against the wall Lu'l) rom the other cage and strangles it to death. She later
. . L 4] 8§ ¢ 1 n S -, " | .
infanticide she commiticd by )(,“m"n“ I.‘shc dies. Ganga in the novel trics to safeguard the
commit this deed out of its ()Lvn i o (ICC(I, of the moon bear. The moon bear docs 0ot
suffering the young one | ) nterest. “The animal is forced to commit the deed due to the
d g onc has to endure. Ganga narrates this inci le isplay
ced that the animal did is simil i narrates this incident to display the fact that the
i R ¢ at ehe i Je H : : -
the child from the (o ir to what she did. Her only intention ts described as to protect
AR ol por:‘lurcs }Oft{l-lc world. In the context of the novel, Munaweera brings forth an
rays the s At Ganea 1S Sexus : . .
borme. These tormme y ¢ fact that Ganga is sexually assaulted by the male servant in their
Corned Lm; make her perform this dreadful deed.
nga is terribly dis heis ; T : y -
L Lz’ _ y dlqtur.bcd by the deed she is forced to commit. In The Hindn, Anne Zaaidi
hat ,” Crimes committed against children arc 3 '
against children arc among that few of us can clam to
comprehend, and certainly among the | les i o i
d : ainly among he hardest to forgive. For parents, particularly mothers,
aClesl: oft}lurtmg their children cither directly or through neglect, socicty reserves the harshest
unishme i g i ke
p n (Inhcr.lmncc of Loss). Ganga is portrayed as a character who throughout the novel
:pmdt,s on the mc'rcﬂcss deed she commits. The story line is considered as a narration of the deeds
 that anged her hfc forever. The childhood story of Ganga has in it the grip to hold the audience,
but Munawccm fails to convert this impetus to a meaningful end. The stereotypes and traditional
"tcadmgs of customs, rituals and cultural figures, as Munaweera presents them, are valid and
present, bl:lt are showcased as trivializations and without a depth that may assist in the
epresentation of the complexity of cultural practice.
l’,[hc’;chrc‘story of Ganga scems to be her arduous journey for receiving and accepting the truth
ﬂlcd_inmdc and outside. The famous neuroscientist, Anil Seth comments in the weekend
: ’ t]@at thc human beings don’t just passively perceive the world, the people actively generate
Che world as the people experience it, comes as much, if not more, from the inside-out, as from
¢ outside-in. Hence if the inside is the reflection of outside and vice versa, it is necessary to
anfold the inner sensory experiences of the female protagonist in relation with the experiences in

the exterior world.
Ganga's name in the
epics, the Goddess Gang

stretch of the subcontinent an
the purest snowmelt. The river Ganga is an elixir of life.

which mentions the fact that all the people are connected to

there for each other.
Munaweera in her novel |
mother and the child. Th
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of the River Goddess. [n the ancient Hindu

1 flows down all the way from the frozen Himalayas across the immense

d into the welcoming Ocean. She is considered to be birthed out of
The name indicates to the lowing water

ach other and thus are bound to be

novel itself signifies to the name

ts the deep and natural bonding between the

Vjat Lies Between Us depic
d by her as a result for the lack of

e deed she commits is safeguarde
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frecdom she sufters after the bitth of the child. The murder e o .
1t cannot be considered as a good deed whatever may be rhc‘mmcm\l,'lm”'.'., o , sl , n
that Ganga's mother has always supported her and slc‘xnl for her nlxvmln “":, :W: fv“.’ ‘, :(” the .
to seacd forher daughtcr during allher initial struggles. Munaweera Inrhghl‘rhc::;r'r’r:{:‘;»;iv 18 ".‘r .t
of Ganga's mother who always wishes to safcguakd and protect hcr‘(‘hu‘;"hm ‘f}v,q}’ berth e,@- w3t

and the people.
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